
 
First 
draft  
12/06 

Second draft  
19/06 

Third draft  
26/07 

Final Final feedback: Preliminary 
exam grade 

Feedback Question 
number 

Student 1 ✓ Signficant progress, 
awkward wording, 
examples not closely 
linked to topic 
sentences 

 
A4 1. Pick apart specific quotations 

in order to demonstrate an 
evidence based engagement 
with the text 
2. Evaluate the success, or 
otherwise, of the author's 
purpose in order to 
demonstrate analytical skills 

Not 
submitted 

  

Student 2 ✓ Behind. Confident 
analysis of the 
symbolism of the green 
light. Just missing the 
point about how 
Gatsby's interpretation 
of the light, and 
therefore Daisy, 
changes. 

   
Not 
submitted 

 
 

Student 3 ✓ 
 

Confident analysis 
that needs to go 
further. Some 
sentences not quite 
making sense 

A3 1. Pick apart specific quotations 
in order to demonstrate an 
evidence based engagement 
with the text (this will also help 
to ensure you use the best 
quote - see Paragraph 3) 
2. Evaluate the success, or 
otherwise, of the author's 
purpose in order to 
demonstrate analytical skills 

   

etc. ✓ Confident analysis of 
Valley of Ashes 

 
M5 1. Structure your paragraphs 

more tightly. Your first 
paragraph could easily be 
broken into three - every time 
you shift to a new focus shift to 
a new paragraph. Also - 
conclusion! 
2. Doing the above will enable 
you to more thoroughly 

A4 
 

8 



evaluate the success, or 
otherwise, of the author's 
purpose in order to 
demonstrate analytical skills 

 
✓ Moments of confident 

analysis, then vias away 
from question 

Has not followed 
through with 
feedback 

M6 1. Be wary of your use of new 
words - sometimes you are 
using terminology inaccurately 
(see me N2 dot on the marking 
sheet) 
2. Evaluate the success, or 
otherwise, of the author's 
purpose in order to 
demonstrate analytical skills 
more often 

   

 
✓ 

  
M5 1. Finish! Paragraph 3 feels 

incomplete, no conclusion 
2. Develop the skill of weaving 
quotes in your writing. You do 
this confidently at times but it is 
inconsistent. 
3. Evaluate the success, or 
otherwise, of the author's 
purpose in order to 
demonstrate analytical skills 
more often. When you do it is 
very successful.  

A3 Paragraph about Gatsby's 
parties not as strong - how 
are they a symbol? What 
exactly do they symbolise? 
Valley of Ashes paragraph 
working at Merit level 

8 

 
✓ Behind 04/08 no change ? 

 
Not 
submitted 

  



 
✓ Behind 04/08 no change N2 1. Be certain that each 

paragraph contains evidence 
that supports your argument 
(Paragraphs 3 & 4) 
2. Evaluate the success, or 
otherwise, of the author's 
purpose in order to 
demonstrate analytical skills 
more often. 

N2 Missing element: neither of 
them are satisfied by what 
they have. That's the key to 
the fact that the American 
Dream is corrupt: they have 
everything yet think they 
have nothing. A well planned 
essay lacking in evidence 
from the text. Would have 
been a strong Achieved with 
appropriate evidencer 

1 

 
✓ Very behind 04/08 no change A3 1. Proof-read to ensure that 

every sentence makes sense 
(see comment about 
terminology) 
2. Pick apart specific quotations 
in order to demonstrate an 
evidence based engagement 
with the text (this will also help 
to ensure you use a quote every 
time - see Paragraph 2) 

N1 Clarify the difference 
between a symbol and a 
theme, don't put the cart 
before the horse, make sure 
you have the evidence from 
the text to support your 
argument 

8 

 
✓ 

 
04/08 no change N1 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 

purpose at every opportunity 
2. ensure that every paragraph 
is built on a quote from the 
novel (that connects directly to 
the question and the aspect 
being discussed - in this case, 
setting) 
3. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text 

A4 
 

8 

 
Letter 
home 

 
04/08 Intro 
includes a lot of 
plot, very long 
quote used 

Inco
mple
te 

 
N2 Choose a question we have 

prepared for, use quotations 
from the text, increase 
familiarity with the text in 
order to avoid making 
factual mistakes 

5 



 
Letter 
home 

 
04/08 no change Inco

mple
te 

 
Not 
submitted 

  

 
✓ Behind Confusing midwest 

and East Egg 
N2 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 

purpose at every opportunity 
2. ensure that every paragraph 
is built on a quote from the 
novel (that connects directly to 
the question and the aspect 
being discussed - in this case, 
setting) 
3. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text 

Not 
submitted 

 
5 

 
✓ 

 
04/08 no change A4 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 

purpose at every opportunity 
2. ensure that every paragraph 
is built on a quote from the 
novel 
3. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text 

M5 Paragraph 2 lacking in 
relevant evidence from the 
text, quotes must be woven 
into writing, not placed at 
opening of paragraph. That 
is not how to write an essay 
and will hold you back from 
earning more than Achieved 

5 

 
✓ 

  
E8 

 
M6 

 
3 

 
✓ 

 
Have seen paper 
draft 

A4 
 

A3 Answer demonstrates a high 
level of preparation for the 
exam, writing fluently, a few 
key phrases and sentences 
needed to write a strong 
Merit 

8 

 
✓ Behind 04/08 making slow 

progress 
M5 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 

purpose at every opportunity 
2. weave all quotes into your 
writing and ensure that every 
quote is pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text 

Not 
submitted 

  



 
✓ Behind, confident 

analysis, needs to 
tighten writing style 

04/08 no change A3 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 
purpose at every opportunity 
2. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text 
3. Either explore ideas deeper, 
or write a third paragraph, in 
order to demonstrate a more 
convincing engagement with 
the text 

N2         7 

 
✓ 

 
04/08 no change Inco

mple
te 

 
Not 
submitted 

  

 
✓ 

 
04/08 no change A4 1. Be wary of analysing a 

setting’s significance as nothing 
more than the place where 
something happened - see 
Paragraph 3 
2. discuss Fitzgerald and his 
purpose at every opportunity 

N2 Choose a question we have 
prepared for, stay focused 
on the chosen question, 
write a plan that focuses on 
how to answer the question, 
take the time to analyse the 
implications of your 
statements 

5 

 
✓ Behind 04/08 attended 

tutorial, 
demonstrating 
willingness to catch 
up, work 
completed during 
tutorial is accurate 

Inco
mple
te 

 
Not 
submitted 

  

 
✓ Up to date, detailed 

analysis 

 
N2 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 

purpose at every opportunity 
2. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text. This 
will help you to avoid plot 

Not 
submitted 

  



summary and write more 
structured paragraphs  

✓ 
  

M5 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 
purpose at every opportunity 
2. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text. This 
will help you to avoid plot 
summary and write more 
structured paragraphs 

A4 
 

5 

 
✓ Behind 04/08 Finished A4 1. Be wary of analysing a 

setting’s significance as nothing 
more than the place where 
something happened - 
especially the 42nd Street cellar 
2. use manageable quotes - will 
you really be able to remember 
it in an exam setting? 
3. explicitly discuss Fitzgerald 
and his purpose at every 
opportunity 

A3 Narrative prose is the way in 
which the entire novel is 
written, not a technique 
peppered throughout. You 
must proof-read your work 
to ensure it makes complete 
sense 

8 

 
✓ Behind 04/08 Behind A3/N

1 

 
Not 
submitted 

  

 
Letter 
home 

 
04/08 Finished? N2 1. Ensure that your paragraphs 

are structured 
2. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 
demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text 
3. discuss Fitzgerald and his 
purpose at every opportunity 

N2 Missing: Evidence that 
Meyer Wolfsheim is a 
symbol. Context about the 
symbolism of the green light. 
Analysis around the 
symbolism of the Valley of 
Ashes 

8 

 
✓ Behind 04/08 no change N1 1. discuss Fitzgerald and his 

purpose at every opportunity 
2. ensure that every paragraph 
is built on a quote from the 
novel 
3. ensure that every quote is 
pulled apart in order to 

   



demonstrate an evidence based 
engagement with the text 

 


